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HD test transmissions through digital terrestrial television in Finland
DNA has launched Finland's first DVB-T2 technology pilot for HD (high definition) digital terrestrial television, in Lahti. This will be the first time in Finland that HD programming has become commercially available through digital terrestrial television.
Finland's first DVT-T2 transmission base will be located at the eastern radio mast of the Lahti Radio and TV Museum. Finland is one of the first countries in the world in which households will be able to receive HD broadcasting via an aerial.
France was the first European country to launch HD transmission via digital terrestrial television, while the BBC was the first operator in Europe to pilot the new DVB-T2 standard in the UK, in the autumn of 2009.
DNA won the network licence for test transmission on 25 June 2009
To receive an operating licence, applicants had to deliver coverage for 60 per cent of aerial households. DNA aims to achieve this by the end of 2011. Coverage is planned to reach 40 per cent of households by the year-end 2010, when DNA will launch commercial HD broadcasting through digital terrestrial television.
Operating through the cable and broadband network, DNA TV currently offers some 20 basic channels and around 80 pay channels. Since the beginning of 2009, DNA Cable Card customers have been able to enjoy trial viewings of pay channels.
Good HD capabilities in aerial households 
Finnish households have good aerial capabilities, with 37 per cent of detached and semi-detached houses equipped with log-periodic or combination broadband aerials, which can receive VHF channels. Nearly 30 per cent of aerials in detached and semi-detached houses are HDTV-ready individual aerials. The required receivers are also becoming more widely used. 

DVB-T2 is the technology of the future

The DVB-T2 standard, used by DNA to transmit the test broadcasts, is becoming the European-wide industry standard. The switchover to the DVB-T2 standard will begin in 2017 for all aerial households in Finland. 

Advantages of the new standard include a 55 per cent higher broadcasting power and, consequently, improved picture and sound quality. DVB-T2 terminals can also be used to receive the current DVB-T transmissions. 

More information:

Pekka Väisänen, Vice President, Consumer Business, DNA Ltd, tel. +358 (0)44 0400 168, pekka.vaisanen@dna.fi

Pekka Viitanen, Planning Manager, DNA Ltd, +358 (0)44 721 2340, pekka.viitanen@dna.fi
Terminology:

DVB-T2 standard

The latest form of transmission in the DVB standard family for digital terrestrial television, delivering a 55 per cent capacity increase compared to the current DVB-T.

DVB-T2 tuner

A television or digital receiver requires a tuner in order to search channels from the network. Supporting the DVB-T2 standard, the DVB-T2 tuner can receive digital television broadcasts in the DVB-T2 format.

HD

Refers to high definition.

HDTV

Refers to high definition television.

VHF channels

Refers to very high frequency (30–300MHz). DNA has been granted operating licences for the VHFIII frequency, referring to channels 5–12, i.e. 8 channels of 7MHz (174–230MHz). Currently, normal digital television broadcasting in digital terrestrial television is transmitted on the UHF frequencies 470–790MHz, channels 21–60, i.e. 40 channels at 8MHz. UHF refers to ultra high frequency.

Log-periodic

A type of aerial/antenna, which has small prongs in the front on both sides, shorter in the front and longer towards the back.


DNA Ltd is a Finnish telecommunications company providing high-quality, state-of-the-art voice, data and mobile communications and TV services to private customers, organisations and corporations. DNA Group's turnover was EUR 647 million and profit EUR 69 million in 2008. DNA has around 2.5 million customers. For further information, please visit www.dna.fi 
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